
SOUTHEAST
 Hurricane Matthew has come and gone 
through areas of the Southeast.  In Georgia, many 
think there was more significant damage than that 
caused by Hurricane Hermine.  Most of the damage 
seems concentrated in counties around the city of 
Savannah.  The damage varies among the orchards 
in this area, with some suffering significant tree loss, 
but others seeing limb and crop damage.  One grower 
says that an orchard near him suffered significant 
tree loss of old, well established trees, but they are 
only 20 miles away and received little damage.  
 The Georgia Department of Agriculture say 
there are thousands of trees down, and that some 
growers lost one third of their operation.  Growers re-
port that some orchards lost 10 to 15 percent of their 
tress from the hurricane, and unlike Hermine, these 
were not just younger trees, but some of the trees 
were upwards of 40 years old or more.  
However, some growers do not believe the overall 
production for the state will take a huge hit from the 
storm.  They say that though some large orchards 
were hit, many in the area are smaller growers and 
therefore do not foresee the damage affecting the 
overall production of the state as much as it could 
have.  This week’s USDA forecast has Georgia pro-
ducing 98 million pounds.  
 Some growers are going “full steam ahead 
on Monday!”  For others it will be another 10 days 
or so until the bulk of their harvest starts.  Several 
growers believe their crop is about a week late.  The 
delay will put pressure on growers to meet their early 
contracts and November shipping dates for the early 
Chinese New Year.  

LOUISIANA 
 Some growers have started harvesting in Lou-
isiana, but it seems in only small amounts.  Many say 
they “will start harvesting at the end of October,” or 
into November.  
 In the northern part of Louisiana, commer-
cial growers are reporting some issues with the crop, 
mainly pollination and scab problems, due to high 
levels of moisture and shade during critical parts of 
the year.  However, some varieties are still producing 
and growers are “pulling a decent crop.”  
 A little further south, others are not seeing 
much of a crop.  One grower says “Louisiana is hav-
ing another off-year crop.  We believe the spring rains 
have affected pollination.  In central Louisiana there 
exists only a 10 percent crop.  It is too early to begin 
mechanical harvesting.  With the sparse crop, many 
harvesters will wait another month and make one 
pass to gather the crop.”  

 It has been a tough two years in Louisiana 
with last year the state producing only 5 million 
pounds of pecans according to the USDA, while the 
year before they had produced 14 million pounds.  
The USDA forecast released this week, as well as 
industry estimates from earlier in the year, all agree 
and have Louisiana producing 4 million pounds this 
year.  

TEXAS
 South and Central Texas growers continue 
to harvest, and move through each variety.  Many 
have been pleased with the dry weather that allows 
for a smooth harvest.  However, several have not 
been pleased with the crop that is coming out of their 
orchard.  One grower reports the “crop is coming up 
shorter than expected.”  Another says they “will fin-
ish ‘Wichita,’ what there was of them, Friday.  Same 
story as ‘Pawnee,’ lots of blowouts.  Not a good year 
at all.  Leaning towards lack of sunlight for quality 
issues.  We had 18 straight cloudy days in August.  
Who knows!”  
 Others have seen more positive outcomes 
within their varieties, but are also showing a mixed 
bag for the crop.  One grower says they have har-
vested “small quantities of ‘Nacono’ and ‘Caddo’ with 
good quality.  ‘Kanza’ has high quality.  No ‘Pawnee’ 
this year due to scab.  Will start Natives the first or 
second week of November.  Natives look fair in terms 
of quantity.”  
 That “mixed bag” by variety seems to be an 
overall trend for much of the state.  Growers report 
that when going through the varieties in their or-
chard, “one is a hit and the other is a miss.”  One 
grower says he has “had issues I have never had 
before, but the crop still looks good.”  Others have 
reported problems with black aphids, including a loss 
of leaves.  
 In more northern areas of Texas, some grow-
ers are trying to get a start, but rain keeps foiling 
their best laid plans.  One grower says, “rain, rain, go 
away!  We had another 3 inches last Saturday.  Pe-
cans are ready, but floors are too wet.  More rain in 
the forecast.  Plan to start harvest full throttle next 
week.”  Another North Texas grower says “if I can get 
all the pecans I have together, I will be happy”  

WEST TEXAS, NEW MEXICO, ARIZONA 
 ‘Pawnee’ in the West, which is a small per-
centage of the overall crop, has been harvested.  
Growers report that it was “decent production and 
good quality.”  Ample water, but plenty of days of 
sunlight made for a good crop with few disease and 
pollination problems that others saw with ‘Pawnee’ 
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across the country. 
 With harvest still over a month away, many 
have noted that there is still a ways to go until they 
can fully see what kind of crop they have, but one 
grower has also noted a change in the routine of the 
crop.  “Nothing has changed, but ‘Western’ are open-
ing well before the ‘Wichita,’ which is unusual to our 
history.”
 Some growers are still optimistic about their 
crop, particularly for some in West Texas and some 
growers along the Texas/New Mexico border.  Some 
growers in those areas say their crop is “better than 
normal.”  They attribute it to replenished irrigation 
sources and plenty of sunshine.  
 Others do not see as positive results out of 
their crop.  Some growers say their crop is “average 
at best.”  Growers also suffered losses from hail and 
wind storms, a concern always facing growers in the 
West around this time of year.  Overall, each of the 
Western states do not see drastic swings in produc-
tion, and the current USDA forecast and industry 
estimates have each state not far of their usual pro-
duction.  
 
MARKET AND PRICES
 Growers with pecans coming off the tree early 
have been met with good demand.  Texas grow-
ers have reported sales this week of a large load of 
‘Pawnee’ for $3.00 per pound inshell.  Others have 
reported sales from $2.50 to $3.15 per pound inshell 
for ‘Pawnee,’ ‘Wichita,’ and ‘Cheyenne.’  Growers say 
“shellers are calling this year.”   However, growers in 
Louisiana have not been as pleased with the market 
and say “prices have been low to start the season.  

Nevertheless, there is not much to lose with low pric-
es and a minimal crop.”     
 Many in the industry believe this year’s 
market will look similar to that in 2015 with strong 
prices and good demand.  Most say that a large per-
centage of cold storage supplies are sold.  Harvest is 
just beginning or more than a month away for many, 
so that will keep supply tight until then.  Many also 
believe pecan pieces will be in short supply, keeping 
the prices for that product higher.  Overall, even with 
a decent percentage of inshell leaving on the export 
market, buyers say there should be enough supply 
from the U.S. and Mexico crop to cover both interna-
tional and domestic demand.

USDA OCTOBER FORECAST
 On October 1, 2016 the USDA released their 
state by state pecan production forecast.  The data 
has been added to the chart below.  It is worth noting 
the USDA says “beginning in 2016, pecan estimates 
were discontinued in Arkansas, Florida, Kansas, Mis-
sissippi, Missouri and South Carolina.”

E-MAIL:
 If you would like to get The Pecan Newslet-
ter by email or would like to contribute information 
about your crop and area, please contact Blair Krebs 
at blair@tpga.org. 

NOTICE: 
 The Pecan Newsletter is a paid subscription 
newsletter, please to do not distribute or reproduce 
the newsletter without approval from the Pecan 
South office.

	

State
2011 

USDA
2012 

USDA
2013 

USDA
2014 

USDA
2015      

USDA

TriState 
Littlepage     
June 2016

Texas 
Brookshier 
July 2016

NPSA      
Sept. 2016

USDA 
Estimate 
October 2016

AL 19.0 4.0 3.3 1.7 1.9 15 4 6.5 2.2
AZ 18.5 20.0 22.5 21 22.5 23 23 23 23.5
AR 2.5 2.2 2.7 3.5 2.2 0.5 0.5 2.5 -
CA 3.7 4.8 5.0 5 4.0 5.5 5.5 5.5 5
FL 4.0 2.0 (D) (D) (D) 0.5 0.5 0.5 -
GA 102.0 100.0 89.0 76 93.0 95 95 113 98

KS/MO 1.5 3.0 (D) (D) (D) 1 1 3.5 -
LA 10.0 15.0 11.0 14 5.0 4 4 4 4
MS 5.0 2.5 5.5 1 1.3 1.5 1.5 1.5 -
MO 1.5 2.5 2.7 0.67 1.5 0.5 0.5 w/ KS -
NM 61.0 65.0 72.0 67 73.0 60 75 71 72
NC -  - - - - 0.5 0.5 0.5 -
OK 6.0 25.0 20.0 12 13.0 25 25 21 15
SC 3.0 1.8 1.6 0.25 0.5 0.5 1 1 -
TX 32.0 55.0 28.0 61 35.0 45 55 52.5 43

Other States - - 3.1 1.03 1.5 - - 0.25 -
U.S. 269.7 302.3 266.3 264.15 254.3 277.5 292.0 306.25 262.7

(1,000,000 pounds)
(D) Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual operations. 

* Beginning in 2016, pecan estimates were discontinued in Arkansas, Florida, Kansas, Mississippi, Missouri and South Carolina.

2016 Forecasts


